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LEGAL STUDIES AT AMERICAN
MILITARY UNIVERSITY
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PREPARE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH A LEGAL
STUDIES EDUCATION

From landlerd-tenant disputes to vielations of human rights, mitlions of Americzns battle complex legal Issues every
year, The road to justice is rarely straightfarward, though, It takes in-depth knowladge of legal procedures, the L3,
court systems, and civil and criminal law to navigate legal challenges and emerge victoriousiy.

As a Legal Studies major, you will gain @ comprehensive overview of legal concepts, legal tarminalogy, and the many
ways in which the law affects nearly every aspect of our lives. Your education will familiarize you with the rales and
limitations of our legal institutions, You will also discuss the changing dynamics within the legal profession and explora
the intersection between legal aid and publlc servica,

GAIN THE INSIGHT TO NAVIGATE OUR COUNTRY’S LAWS
AND LEGAL SYSTEMS

M legal studies education arms you with practical, real-waorld knowledge of American law, legal theory, and the inner
workings of our federal and state court systems. Your coursework will help you to better understand civil and criminal
legal procedures. Additionally, you will diseuss the ethical guidelines that help skapo the legal world as you dovelsp
core skills in legal research, legal reasoning, and legal writing

LEGAL STUDIES CRIMINAL JUSTICE
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DEVELOP THE LEGAL LITERACY TO HELP SERVE YOUR
COMMUNITY

Majoring in Legal Studies can help you attzin the legal literacy necessary for understanding our state and federal legal
Institutions. American Judicial System [AJS.orgl offers the following delinition for legal literacy: “AL its core, legal
literacy is the ability to ungerstand and make informed decisions about ltg;l matters. It encompasses knowledge of
rights and responsibilities under the law, as well as the competency to apply this knowledge in everyday situations.”

Whether your geal is te attend law school or advocate fer justice as a non-lawyer prefessional, a legal studies education
equips you with a solid grasp of how our country's legal system operates.

JOIN THE GROWING MOVEMENT TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO
JUSTICE

The American Bar Association IABAL defines "access to justice” as "the ability of citizens to s2ek and abtain a remedy

for a justice problem through formal or informal institutions of justice, and in conformity with human rights standards.”

The Sixth Amendment to the U5, Constitution grants us the right fo 3 public defender to battle criminal charges in court.
There is, however. no equivalent right to free counsel for civil disputes. Yel, lawyer fees cost upwards of 3168 per hour:
litigation is simply teo expensive for low-income — and even many middie-class - Americans, As a resull, the Legal
Services Corporation reports that millions of individuals struggle every day to navigate civil legal prablems pertaining

to basic needs, such as:

= Safe housing

= Healthcare

= Child custody

*  Protection from abuse

The Legal Field is Undergoing a Massive Transformation

gulated pro als whao are

well as or better than lawyers in the limited

DISCUSS RULE OF LAW AND ITS INFLUENCE ON THE
“ACCESS TO JUSTICE" MOVEMENT

Project defines rule of law as. "3 durable system of laws, institutions, narms, and community

The World Jus
commitment that delivers four universal principles: accouniability, just law, open government, and sccessible and
Impartial justice.” As the organization elaborates, "accessible and impartial justice” includes "accessible and
affardable” selutiens that allow people to resolve legal disputes in a timely manner,

In accardance with this definition, the ABA established the Rule of Law Initiative (ROLIY to help improve aecess to
Justice. ABA ROLI programs “work to empower non-traditional legal resources, such as community-based paralegals,

that often serve as a primary means by which poar and marginalized people settle disputes.”

As a legal studies major, you will discuss how rule of law and ROLI programs influence legal processes and conflict
resolution. In addition, your coursework will introduce you to the growing capabilities of paralegals, legal assistants
and ALPs,

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AWAITING LEGAL STUDIES
DEGREE-HOLDERS



An undergraduate degree in legal studies may lay the groundwork for a career as 2 paralegal or legal assistant,
accarding to the Bursaw of Labor 5

stics {BLS). Although Legal Studies majors are not technically pre-law students,
the bachelor s degree program in legal studies may also be a practical choice for learners interested in attending Law

schonl

Alternatively, 3 lenal studies education could even help prepare students to pursue roles outside of the legal field.
Graduales may seek career opporlunities as accountants, audilors, managers, and even education administrators, as
the BLS sugpests, (Some of these paths may require additional certification or credentials beyond 2 legal studies
degree.}

CONSIDER A FUTURE IN LEGAL
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
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BECOME A PROPONENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

A career in the legal profession represents an epportunity te bring about meaningful change within yeur cemmunity,
‘Whether you pursue a future as an attorney or a non-lawyer professional — such as a paralegal, legal assistant, or ALP

— you will be in the unigue position to serve those who cannot serve themselves.

Traditionally, Americans have had two routes to affordablz legal representation far civil disputes: pro bono counsel and
law schaool legal clinics. The term "pro bono” comes from 2 Latin phrase that means, "for the public good.” according to
Merriam-Webstier. Pro bono counsel reters to lawyers and law firms providing free legal services. While this is an
admirable practice, unfortunately, there are simply too many civil cases for pro beno lawyers o assist with

The same can be said of legal clinics, threugh which law scheol students may previde pro bono legal counsel to clients.
In 2027 alone, 74% of low-income households reported having one or mere civil legal issues, according te the Legal
Services Corporation (LSC).

this means approximately 37 million people encountered legal troubles within a single year. This figure does not even
include middle-class Americans who find themselves unable to afford legal fees. Nevertheless, ABA-approved law

schools account for jwsl

ns = hardly encugh to accammodate millions of cases every year,

ACQUIRE THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO SERVE THOSE UNABLE
TO SERVE THEMSELVES

c5, TJudges confirm that the nability to effectively present thelr case from an evidentiary standpoint
works against self-represented litigants.” Arguably, then, there are no advantages to a Pro Se approach, Nonatheless,
Americans cantinue representing themselves in court, due to their inabilities to afford professional legal services.
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What Is Business Law and How Does
It Affect Companies?

By G, James Garmes

Im this article, Professor James Barney
reviews the robust lield of business law.

Read Article 5

What Undergraduate Degree Is Best
for Law School Students?

4 Garney

Ihe article explores the valug of diverse
academic backgrounds and the
imporlance of developing essential skills
like critical thinking and communication
lar aspiring law students.

Read Article -3

Inequality in the Criminal Justice
System and Accountability

This article reviews the current state of
inegualily in the criminal juslice syslem and
why reform is necded

Read Article -

Additional Resources
Blog Arnzies
See 3 full st of ressurces far prospective

efiminal judlee prolessionals,

Explore Resources —

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LEGAL STUDIES MAJOR

What is the study of

Show/Hide All

The Legal Studies major encompasses an overview of WS, law, legal concepts, and the
iegal system itszlf. Undergraduate students pursuing their associate or bachslor’s

degres explore many of the key roles and responsibilities of paralegal professionals,

including how o properly conducl legal research and prepare legal documents.
Bachelor's students may also have the charce to specialize thelr studies with 2
concentration. The master's-level Legal Studies program further expands upan the

information discussed in undergraduate legal studies courses. In addition, master’s-

leyel students deepen their knowledge of various aspects of L5 law, including:

= contract law

= criminal law

= employment law
= immigration law
= international law
= property law

= tort law

Legal Sludies students can also expect o examine topics including criminal justice,
public policy, American history, American pelitics. and political sclence from the

perspective of the legal community,

Is a legal stud =gree worth it?

Unlike ether majors, the Lenal Studies discipline provides students with knowledge
applicable to a broad range of public- and private-sector fields. This includes

ewverything from homeland security to business, and, of course, law. The knowledge

and skills students acquire throughoul a legal studies program may, therefore, apply

to any number of professional ehdeavors.

What does legal studies focus «

Legal Studies students explore the relstionships between various fields of law and aur

state and federal legsl systems here in the U5, Major requirements focus students’
altention on key ssues that include legal ethics, access to justice, criminal law, and

litigation,

1 Law and L

Law degrees, such as a Juris Doctor (10) or a Master of Laws (LLM], are professional

degress suited for individeals interested in practicing law. Alternatively, Legal Studies

degres programs provide students the opportunity to study U.5. law and legal systems
wiithoul necessarily praparing to become lcensed attorneys. You do not need Lo attend

law school te pursue a legal studies degres,



NEXT STEPS
COURSES START MONTHLY

Next Courses Start Aug 4
Register by Aug 1
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Tuition & Financing FAQ

Legal Studies may be a suitable major lor undergraduate students who aspire Lo
practice law, a5 this discipline provides a well-rounded overview of U5, laws and legal
systems. At the same time, the Amar ation IABAL states, “The ABA does
not recommend any undergraduate majors or group of courses to prepare for 2 l=gal
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education. Students are admitted to law school from almost every academic
discipline.

I did P

Contact Lis

Opooriunibe:

soral Inlos mal

COURSES START MOWTHLY
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